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This week has seen the lifting of restrictions by some states and territories – Victoria, however, 
has stood firm in their approach to maintaining the status quo until Cabinet meets to discuss a 
review on Monday, 11 May.  We will await further announcements with interest, but in the 
meantime, VACC has been busy advocating that Auto is Open. 
 
Yesterday, we rolled out the first of our television commercials, featuring real life VACC Members, 
highlighting the range of auto services still available to the public.  These adverts will run in both 
Victoria and Tasmania.  My thanks go to the featured members for their time and support of our 
initiative.  To find out more, watch the videos or get involved in the campaign, visit the VACC 
website HERE. 
 
Finally, I would encourage all members to download the COVIDSafe App HERE.  This is an 
important measure designed to fast track the resumption of services across our economy by 
providing up-to-date data.  Those concerned with privacy can read more HERE. 
 
As always, continue to reach out to VACC with any issues or concerns.  We’re here to help. 

 

 

1.  INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
 
Important IR Development: COVID – 19 amendments to the Vehicle Manufacturing, Repair, 
Services and Retail Award 2010 
 
Members have received a Bulletin from VACC’s IR department regarding 
proposed temporary amendments to the Vehicle Manufacturing, Repair, Services and Retail Award 2010 
in response to COVID-19. 
 
The objective of the temporary amendments is to preserve the ongoing viability of businesses and their 
employees who are not entitled to JobKeeper. 
 
Unions and employer groups have reached agreement on the terms of an application to vary the award, 
which has been filed in the Fair Work Commission.  A summary of changes can be read in the 
Bulletin HERE, with VACC expecting an operative date of 30 June 2020. 
 
Further information on the terms of the award variation will be circulated to members once the variation 
has been approved by the Fair Work Commission. 

 

 

2.  MEMBER SERVICES 
 
Auto is Open campaign 
 
As part of the Auto is Open campaign, VACC has developed a television advert for both Victoria and 
Tasmania (featuring member businesses), to further bolster community awareness that auto is open. 
 
You can read more about the campaign and view the adverts HERE. 

 

https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%&K=Z2qVf-NtlVEBjhIAvBw5Qg
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%&K=bMhe3tYRhrBq67GvfvbIwg
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGVhbHRoLmdvdi5hdS9yZXNvdXJjZXMvcHVibGljYXRpb25zL2Nvdmlkc2FmZS1hcHAtZmFxcz9fY2xkZWU9WkhSb1pXOWphR0Z5YjNWelFIWmhZMk11WTI5dExtRjEmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNiZlc2lkPTU1YmFjZTIwLTM1OGYtZWExMS1hODExLTAwMGQzYTc5OGM2MQ&K=SQ_0ulKpKUyooMEyBq6HJA
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMw%3A%&K=yvsEiFVqJGv4IytjwwjCDQ
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Victorian COVID-19 Commercial Tenancies Legislation & Regulation 
 
Law firm Maddox has released an explanation of the Act and Regulations associated with the National 
Cabinet Mandatory Code of Conduct – SME Commercial Leasing Principles During COVID-19 (Code). 
 
In Victoria, it is the Act and the Regulations, rather than the Code that now govern the rights and 
obligations of landlords and tenants in relation to the commercial leasing principles that are to apply to 
address the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Act and the Regulations also provide answers to many of the questions raised by the Code and 
provide landlords, tenants and practitioners with greater certainty regarding the practical and legal 
application of the leasing principles. 
 
The article covers: 

• Commencement of Regulations 

• What is an ‘eligible lease’ 

• Good Faith 

• Process for Rent Relief 

• Prohibition on rent increases 

• Extension of Term 

• Recovery of outgoings 

• Payment of deferred rent 

• Restrictions on rent recovery/termination 

• Change in trading hours 

• Confidentiality of information 

• Dispute resolution 

• Next steps 

 
You can read the article HERE. 
   
VACC recommends members consult with a professional services firm or legal practitioner for any 
additional advice. 
 

https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3ANg%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWFkZG9ja3MuY29tLmF1L2luc2lnaHRzL3ZpY3Rvcmlhbi1jb3ZpZC0xOS1jb21tZXJjaWFsLXRlbmFuY2llcy1sZWdpc2xhdGlvbi1yZWd1bGF0aW9ucz9fY2xkZWU9WkhSb1pXOWphR0Z5YjNWelFIWmhZMk11WTI5dExtRjEmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNiZlc2lkPTU1YmFjZTIwLTM1OGYtZWExMS1hODExLTAwMGQzYTc5OGM2MQ&K=fKX0TQKFcVqslmVHTWluLQ
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj15aDMwcUxZc1VidyZmZWF0dXJlPXlvdXR1LmJlJl9jbGRlZT1aSFJvWlc5amFHRnliM1Z6UUhaaFkyTXVZMjl0TG1GMSZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTVkYjhkMWM4YjFhZGU0MTE5ZDliOWNiNjU0OWJlZjE4LTI2ZTg3MWI3ZWMyNzQ2MzNiYmZkOGYwMzRlOGZlYjA2JmVzaWQ9NTViYWNlMjAtMzU4Zi1lYTExLWE4MTEtMDAwZDNhNzk4YzYx&K=N72q3t6woWktlIZoJMpO9Q


 
 
Reminder: free counselling available for VACC and TACC members 
 
To help VACC and TACC members manage stress and their mental health, the Chamber is offering free, 
completely confidential, professional counselling services through Psychology Melbourne. 
 
You can access to the program HERE. 
 
 
My Business Health hub 
 
The Australian Small Business and Family Enterprise Ombudsman has published a comprehensive portal 
designed to assist businesses affected by COVID-19. 
 

. 

 

You can access the website HERE. 

 

 

3.  GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
COVID-19: Australia’s Path to Recovery and Reform 
 
On Monday 5 May, Treasurer Josh Frydenberg MP delivered a speech to the National Press Club of 
Australia addressing Australia’s path to recovery and reform post COVID-19. 
 
His address mentions: 

• Lifting restrictions 
National Cabinet has signalled that from this Friday, it will assess more opportunities for easing 
restrictions, building on decisions already taken to date, such as around elective surgery, or in 
some States, limited gatherings and visitations. 
However, 15 conditions need to be satisfied before the easing of restrictions may be considered 
(such as resourcing and data analysis around testing and tracing, health system capacity, 
including the availability of masks, gowns, gloves and ventilators). 

• The pathway ahead 
Government’s direct financial support is around $200 billion or 10 percent of GDP. 
The income shock caused by this crisis will also hit the revenue side, the totality of which will be 
reveals in the October Budget. 
Key post COVID-19 reforms include: reskilling and upskilling, new infrastructure projects, 
regulatory reform to reduce the cost burden on business and tax and industrial relations. 

https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3ANw%3A%&K=5yGic100hkTYdfwWo0Ysow
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3AOQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXNiZmVvLmdvdi5hdS9teS1idXNpbmVzcy1oZWFsdGgvaG9tZT9fY2xkZWU9WkhSb1pXOWphR0Z5YjNWelFIWmhZMk11WTI5dExtRjEmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNiZlc2lkPTU1YmFjZTIwLTM1OGYtZWExMS1hODExLTAwMGQzYTc5OGM2MQ&K=xf0NImf3IOShDfYXcgAZgQ
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3AOA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXNiZmVvLmdvdi5hdS9teS1idXNpbmVzcy1oZWFsdGgvaG9tZT9fY2xkZWU9WkhSb1pXOWphR0Z5YjNWelFIWmhZMk11WTI5dExtRjEmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNiZlc2lkPTU1YmFjZTIwLTM1OGYtZWExMS1hODExLTAwMGQzYTc5OGM2MQ&K=u3qYnxUq9vbsD1WkTLoJiw


 
 
Members can watch the address below, or read the full transcript HERE. 
 

          

 

Parliamentary inquiry begins into COVID-19 response 
 
The Public Accounts and Estimates Committee has commenced a public inquiry into the Victorian 
Government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Under the terms of reference for the inquiry, the Committee will consider the effectiveness of the Victorian 
Government approach in responding to this crisis. 
 
The first round of public hearings will be held from 12 to 14 May and focus on the Government’s health 
response and the impact of COVID-19 on Victoria’s economy. Further public hearings will be held from 18 
to 20 May, with a focus on education, justice and community safety, transport, and housing. 
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Understanding your privacy obligations to your staff 
 
The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner has released a guide for employers to help entities 
regulated by the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) (Privacy Act) understand their privacy obligations in the context of 
the pandemic. 
 
Key points 

• Personal information should be used or disclosed on a ‘need-to-know’ basis 

• Only the minimum amount of personal information reasonably necessary to prevent or manage 
COVID-19 should be collected, used or disclosed 

• Consider taking steps now to notify staff of how their personal information will be handled in 
responding to any potential or confirmed case of COVID-19 in the workplace 

• Ensure reasonable steps are in place to keep personal information secure, including where 
employees are working remotely. 

 
You can read the full factsheet HERE. 
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https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMTI4LTIzYjZlYjRmMmNkYjRiZmJhMGM2YjMyZTM0YzE0Zjgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC0yNmU4NzFiN2VjMjc0NjMzYmJmZDhmMDM0ZThmZWIwNg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMTE%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1YOEl1VGcyU3VhcyZmZWF0dXJlPXlvdXR1LmJlJl9zbV9hdV89aVZWOFdmUG5qUmtmcWtqUDh0TmswSzBCSnBOcTQmX2NsZGVlPVpIUm9aVzlqYUdGeWIzVnpRSFpoWTJNdVkyOXRMbUYxJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNWRiOGQxYzhiMWFkZTQxMTlkOWI5Y2I2NTQ5YmVmMTgtMjZlODcxYjdlYzI3NDYzM2JiZmQ4ZjAzNGU4ZmViMDYmZXNpZD01NWJhY2UyMC0zNThmLWVhMTEtYTgxMS0wMDBkM2E3OThjNjE&K=tZNYcCK7JHwR0By9Lz0kYg


 
4.  PREVIOUS UPDATE ISSUES 
 
You can read previous Updates of COVID-19 HERE. 

 

Geoff Gwilym 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
Disclaimer:  The information gathered has been drawn from a number of sources and VACC strongly 
recommends that members revert to the primary source of information for any clarification.  
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